
Even with our gold standard of care, we
recognize that each cat is an individual.
Their tolerance for daily handling and
treatments can vary greatly. A key part of
our philosophy is to prioritize quality of
life over quantity of life. We never
administer medical treatments that cause
significant stress. When possible, we look
for creative alternatives, such as dissolving a
pill in food, hiding it in a treat, or using a
monthly injection instead of a daily oral
medication. Our team is always open to
solutions that help each cat feel comfortable
while receiving the best possible care.

In every newsletter, the memorials we share
reflect this philosophy of care in action.
They offer a glimpse into the deep
compassion, dedication, and expertise that
bring this philosophy to life for every cat
who calls Blue Bell home. 

You can learn more about the costs of this
care in the Financial Spotlight section
inside.

Wishing you and your loved ones all the best
this holiday season and always,

- Jenna Genovese-Mikula,

Blue Bell Director

Jenna Genovese-

Mikula

At the heart of everything we do is a simple
yet powerful guiding principle: our
philosophy of care. It’s what makes Blue Bell
unique and lays the foundation for all that
happens here each day. Our philosophy is
to address the health and behavioral
needs of senior cats in a compassionate
and professional environment.

What does it mean to be compassionate?
For us, it begins with understanding that our
residents are cats, and their needs differ
from our own. We’ve created a setting
that’s both peaceful and stimulating,
designed entirely around their comfort and
well-being. There are cozy beds and raised
platforms for resting, vertical spaces to
climb, and boxes or cubbies for privacy.
Food, water bowls, and litter boxes are
thoughtfully placed throughout the houses.
Each cat enjoys an individually plated
breakfast and dinner. They live cage-free in
a home that is thoroughly cleaned daily.
Toys, scratchers, and screened-in patios
with garden views provide enrichment, while
dedicated volunteers offer companionship,
and caring staff administer medical
treatments. Blue Bell truly has everything a
cat needs to thrive.

To meet their health needs, we partner
with an extended veterinary team that
includes our primary veterinary clinic, a
cardiologist, an internist, dermatologists,
ophthalmologists, and even dentists. Every
resident receives bi-annual exams and
complete senior lab workups, with specialist
consultations as needed. Our years of
experience working exclusively with senior
cats have allowed us to develop
comprehensive care plans for conditions we  
commonly see, including hyperthyroidism,
arthritis, kidney disease, gastrointestinal
disorders, and dental disease.

From the Director: Our Philosophy of Care
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Ways to Give

One Time or
Recurring Gifts
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Securities
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Company Gift
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Programs
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Trusts

IRA Beneficiary
or Retirement

Trust
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Revocable Trust
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Read More

https://bluebellcats.org/other-ways-to-give/


Green-eyed Pixel (16) came to Blue Bell in December 2019 with her housemate Tz’u-hsi (pronounced
“Shoo-she,” RIP 2020) after their owner passed away. Shy and reserved, Pixel preferred quiet
companionship and gentle brushing from people she trusted. Once she joined the Lower House
community, she often spent her afternoons perched on the highest catwalks, soaking up the sunshine.
Pixel faced several health challenges, including kidney disease, high blood pressure, recurring urinary
tract infections, GI disease, and arthritis. She did not tolerate the level of handling needed for our staff
to administer daily treatments, so our options were limited to medications that she would eat in food or
one-time injections. In February 2025, Pixel’s weight and appetite began decreasing dramatically. She
was hospitalized for dehydration in March, but further diagnostics did not reveal any additional insights
on her declining health. Her family shared that they used to sing “Somewhere Over the Rainbow” to her,
and in her final days she responded to hearing that song. By the end of March, Pixel had completely
stopped eating. On March 24, Cat Care Coordinator Joyce took her to our veterinarian to be put to sleep.  
Run in paradise, sweet girl! We know Tz’u-hsi and your papa were waiting for you Somewhere Over the
Rainbow.

July 25, 2008 –        
June 18, 2025

Billy
Munchkin-mix Billy (nearly 17) came to Blue Bell in February 2023 with his housemate Molly all the way
from Mississippi after their owner passed away. Shy at first, he quickly revealed his gentle and
affectionate nature. He loved brushing, cuddling with Molly, and enjoying the sunshine on the catios. In
Mississippi, he and Molly were “mostly indoor cats with generous outdoor privileges,” a lifestyle they
continued to enjoy thanks to the large catios. During his time at Blue Bell, Billy became social with
volunteers and visitors, often calmly accepting attention from small groups and entertaining them with
his curious habit of dipping his paw in water and licking it. Although Molly remained his best friend, he
also formed playful bonds with other cats, receiving and sometimes giving back-of-the-neck bites in
affectionate exchanges. Billy’s health issues included chronic constipation, heart disease, kidney
disease, pancreatitis, and a lung mass. In June 2025, diagnostics showed his kidney values worsening
and his lung mass growing. With two severe medical issues, the prognosis was poor and we made the
difficult decision to say goodbye. Run in paradise, Billy-boy, Mr. Bill, Billiam. Your Mama is waiting to
welcome you with open arms.

December 1, 2008 –
March 24, 2025

Pixel

August 17, 2006 –   
July 21, 2025

Sparrow

Resident Memorials: Once a Blue Bell Cat, Always a Blue Bell Cat

2009 – August 18,
2025

Patti
Precious Patti (16) came to Blue Bell on July 12, 2025 with her sister
Colleen. The girls joined their younger housemate Casper, who had
arrived a few months earlier. Sweet and outgoing, Patti quickly
showed her affectionate nature, enjoying lap time and climbing on
shoulders. She and Colleen were bonded, and could often be found
snuggling together. Shortly after arriving, Patti developed acute kidney
failure. Despite several days of hospitalization with IV fluid therapy,
medications, and supportive care, her condition continued to decline.
She also developed severe anemia, which made her weak and
withdrawn. Patti no longer sought out laps or snuggles, though she
still enjoyed sitting on the patios. We gave her all the care possible,
hoping she would recover, but on the morning of August 18, Patti
began having difficulty breathing. Director Jenna took her to our
veterinarian, and she passed peacefully over Rainbow Bridge. Run in
paradise, darling Patti. A family member told us, “I know my dad is
happy to see her in heaven and she is curled up in his lap.” 

Sweet Sparrow (nearly 19) came to Blue Bell in October 2023 with her housemate Riley (RIP 2023) after
their owner, affectionately called “Grandmere,” had to move out of state. Shy at first, she became
affectionate with patient volunteers, particularly Lisa, who spent extra time reading to and brushing her.
Sparrow loved snuggling in a wicker basket that came from her home and her Fa-La-La Christmas bed.
She favored a few special toys, including her green “emotional support” mouse and a stuffed bird. At
meal and snack times, she would steadily make her way to the kitchen, announcing herself with her
unique meow. During the summer 2024 floor renovation, Sparrow moved to the Lower House. She made
friends with Claude and Kalista, often sharing a bed with them. Her health conditions included a
squamous cell mass that was surgically removed in February 2024, hypertrophic cardiomyopathy,
arthritis, hyperthyroidism, kidney disease, hypertension, and severe chin acne that resolved after
several months of weekly laser therapy. In February 2025, Sparrow had an episode of acute breathing
difficulty and needed a chest tap to drain fluid that had accumulated. We closely monitored her weight
and breathing rate thereafter. She was stable for several months, but when signs of congestive heart
failure returned in July, we knew it was time for her to cross Rainbow Bridge. Fly free, Sparrow-bird —
reunited with Riley and held forever in Grandmere’s heart.

The memorials we
share each edition

are shortened
tributes honoring

our residents. 

Click below to read
their full stories.

Read More

https://bluebellcats.org/in-memoriam-2025-2026/


Rising Veterinary Rates
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Lifetime Healthcare Expense by Age

Expected Cost of Care per Resident

18 or older 16 to 17 14 to 15 12 to 13
$0

$5,000

$10,000

$15,000

$20,000

$25,000

$30,000

Bi-annual Exams 
& Senior Labs

$400 per year per cat for
wellness visits

Anesthetic
Dental

$1,500 on average
per procedure 

Emergency
Visit

$3,500 on average per
hospital visit

Diagnostic 
Imaging 

$500 per ultrasound, x-ray,
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Colleen & Patti Colleen

Bonded sisters Colleen (16) and Patti (16) joined Blue Bell on July 12, 2025, from the same home as Casper (featured in our last
newsletter), who arrived on April 28, 2025. Patti was outgoing, climbing onto laps, and standing on her hind legs to be picked up.
Colleen was initially reserved, enjoyed gentle pets and soft voices, and often retreated to her safe spot under the cat tree. They loved
snuggling together in their big fluffy bed. Casper was reunited with them on July 26, and the three quickly adjusted to sharing their
new space. Patti sadly passed shortly after due to complications from pre-existing conditions. Her story can be found in the memorial
section of our newsletter. Since her sister’s passing, Colleen has become more social and vocal, often seeking out laps and attention
from staff and volunteers. Her bond with her  housemate Casper has grown, and they can frequently be found lounging together on
their favorite sunny perch, enjoying the warmth of each other’s company.

New Residents: Colleen & Patti

Financial Spotlight: The Cost of Providing Compassionate Care

153% increase
from 2021 to 2024

(not including staffing or facilities expenses)

Colleen & Casper



Other Ways to GiveDonate Today

The cats at Blue Bell are sponsored by the person who placed them to help
offset the cost of their care. However, it’s the ongoing support of donors like
you that enable us to sustain this sanctuary.

Your gift can provide:

Food, litter, and daily care from dedicated staff

Medical treatments and specialized veterinary support

Safe haven for shelter cats through our Community Cat Fund

Maintenance of our tranquil garden and cottages

Donations received through the newsletter go specifically to the Cat Care
General Fund, unless directed otherwise. You may choose to designate your
donation to one of the following funds:

Veterinary Expense Fund   •   Community Cat Fund   •   Blue Bell Gardens Fund 
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Fund Lifetime Care

Thank You For Supporting Our Mission:
The Blue Bell Foundation for Cats offers loving and
compassionate lifetime care for senior cats whose

owners can no longer care for them.

https://bluebellcats.networkforgood.com/projects/181138-support-blue-bell-cats
https://bluebellcats.org/other-ways-to-give/
https://bluebellcats.org/

